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ABSENTEE BID TERMS 
 

Absentee bids are handled by an Absolute Auctions & Realty (AAR) staff member who 
bids competitively on the absentee bidder’s behalf. These bids are treated fairly and 
confidentially. By signing these terms, absentee bidders agree to the following 
guidelines: 
 
• Absentee bids will be executed according to the catalog lot number (also indicated in 

red on the lot tag). When completing the bidding portion of the bid sheet, absentee 
bidders must CLEARLY print lot numbers and price per each lot.  

 
• Absentee bidders are solely responsible for errors on their bid forms and will be 

considered the purchaser. After paying for the items, the absentee bidder has the 
option of either removal or reconsignment to a future auction, which would be subject 
to the terms of AAR’s standard consignment agreement. 

 
• In general, bids usually start with the live audience. However, if the floor does not 

open the bidding at a reasonable amount, the absentee bid staff person has the 
discretion to open the item at 50% of the absentee bidder’s maximum bid. 
EXCEPTIONS: If multiple absentee bids of differing amounts are received on a lot, 
the bidding will open at one bid level above the second-highest bid. This is done to 
eliminate the underbidder and allow the highest absentee bidder to begin participating. 
If multiple absentee bids of the same amount are received on a lot, the first one 
received will take precedence.  

 
• If the bidding falls in such a way that a “live” bidder bids the same amount as the 

maximum bid of an absentee bidder, it is the policy of AAR to bid once more time on 
behalf of the absentee bidder so that the lot is not lost at the exact amount of the 
absentee bidder’s maximum limit. This is known as “bidding one over.” 

 
• No absentee bids will be accepted for under $25.00 per lot. Absentee bids must be 

received a half-hour prior to the sale of the lot(s) of interest and are subject to the 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS of the applicable auction. 

 
• Absentee bidders who subsequently attend the auction are advised to refrain from 

bidding on the lots they left bids for until after the live bidding exceeds the amount left 
as an absentee bid.  

 
• Successful absentee bidders will be notified on the Monday following the auction. 

Unless directed otherwise, each absentee bidder’s credit card will be charged on the 
next business day (Tuesday). Payment is to be made immediately upon notification of 
successful bids. Pickup must be made on or before the Tuesday following the auction. 
Any unremoved items will be considered abandoned and will be disposed of.  
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